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Early Australian
Automotive Design

Norm Darwin

The first fifty years

Early Australian Automobile Design reveals new knowledge about one of the most significant Australian
industries of the twentieth century. It provides the first comprehensive account of the origins and early
development of Australian vehicle design from the 1890s to the 1950s.  

Five periods of Australian automotive design are examined: the early inventers/builders up to WWI (1895-1916); 
opportunities that arose from an embargo on imported bodies (1917-1922); design and development of post war
Australian cars (1919-1938); the development of the standardised motor body, its variations and unique body styles 
(1926-1938); and the opportunities afforded by WWII to design and produce an Australian car, principally the
Holden (1939-1953). 

Early Australian Automobile Design explores the design effort of individual component designers, many who
successfully produced internationally successful automobile engines, transmission systems and suspension parts.
Many significant attempts at design and manufacture are included and a separate chapter provides short
biographies of influential Australian automobile designers.

As the Australian automobile manufacturing industry closes and restructures in 2017 there is a need to ensure that 
its design legacy is investigated and recorded so that we may understand the uniqueness and inventiveness that 
emerged and developed during the 20th century, and is still evident in the current automotive design
environment in Australia. Early Australian Automobile Design fulfils this legacy.

NORM DARWIN commenced 
writing freelance in 1968 and 
began working at GM-Holden 
the following year. In 1983 
his first book, The History of   
Holden Since 1917, was pub-
lished becoming the enthusi-
asts guide to makes and models 
made by GMA and GM-H.

The History of Ford in Austral-
ia, followed and was nominat-
ed for the Cugnot Award, the 
first Australian publication to 
be so nominated. 

One Hundred Years of GM in 
Australia was self-published 
by Norm & his wife Heather 
in 2002 followed by Monaro   
Magic and Torana Tough.
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In 2014 Norm was accepted 
into the RMIT University doc-
toral research program and 
commenced writing a doctoral 
thesis on early Australian car 
design. The early Australian 
automobile design history is 
published as a reflection of the   
thesis with additional illustra-
tions and graphics. Norm is 
also the Vice President of Auto-
motive Historians Australia Inc 
and a member of the Society of 
Automobile Historians. 

Norm & Heather’s publishing 
arm H@ND Publishing, again 
prove that small publishers can 
produce outstanding books.
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